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SCHOOL 
MISSION STATEMENT  

 
Together we are the body 

of Christ 
In our school community 
we will 
 show our love by 

helping and forgiving 
each other 

 recognise that everyone 
is unique and celebrate 
their differences 

 value ourselves, 
develop our talents and 
help  others to develop 
theirs 

 strive for excellence in  
       everything we do 
 grow closer to God in 

word, in Sacrament and 
in what we do 

 live in partnership with 
all those around us 

 respond to Christ's call 
to build His kingdom 

 

Dear Parents and Carers  
 
Well, my first year as Headteacher! During 
the past year, I have experienced first-
hand the dedication of staff, the support 
of Governors and the genuine commitment, 
hard work, good manners and caring nature 
of our pupils, your children.  
 
Two weeks ago we held our Open Evening 
for parents of Year 6 pupils. Our Year 11 
prefects were on hand to take our visitors 
around the school and many people 
remarked on the way these young people 
conducted themselves throughout the 
evening. I would like to endorse this and 
give my personal thanks to them and to tell 
them how very proud I am of them. They 
certainly were outstanding ambassadors 
for the school and all that we stand for as 
a Catholic community.  
 



 
This last week has been very exciting with the school production of 
‘Billy Elliot’. The performances have been magnificent and the talent 
of our pupils has truly amazed me. I do hope that most of you 
managed to come to one of the nights. I want to publicly extend my 
thanks to everyone involved, both on and off the stage. In 
particular, I want to thank Mrs Hobbs and Mrs Evans for their hard 
work and commitment in making a production such as this possible.  
 
In fact this half term has been phenomenally busy, with so much 
going on both inside and outside of school. Next half term is already 
shaping up to be another busy time with many new opportunities for 
our pupils.  
 
I would also like to thank parents and carers for your commitment 
to ensuring your children are attending school each day. I cannot 
stress enough the detrimental effect that absence has on a child’s 
performance and I do want us to work together in ensuring your 
child is given the best possible advantage for their future. 
Furthermore, I would urge parents of Year 11 pupils to look at the 
school calendar to see whether their children are involved in any of 
the up-coming GCSE examinations in November. May I also ask that 
your child has all the relevant equipment so that they are ready to 
start all examinations promptly and prepared.  
 
We are launching a new website in a couple of weeks time so please 
keep an eye on this over the year to keep abreast of the latest 
news.  
 
It only remains for me to thank you for 
your support for the school over this last 
half-term and to wish our pupils a good and 
safe break.  
 

 
 
 
Patrick Brunnock 
Headteacher 



 WHY ATTENDANCE MATTERS 

The whole school attendance total is currently running at 95.60%, and the school 
achieved 95.60% at the end of May 2019.   This figure was submitted to Cardiff 
Council in order for them to calculate the School Attendance Ratings which will be 
published shortly.    
 
The Welsh Assembly Government’s target for pupil attendance is 95%.    
Anything under this figure could mean that the Educational Welfare Service will 
contact you to find out why your child has been absent from school.  
   
Below is a current breakdown of each Year Group’s attendance: 
(22.10.19) 

Year 7 98.20% 

Year 8 96.40% 

Year 9 96.30% 

Year 10 97.30% 

Year 11 94.90% 

YOUR ATTENDANCE & PUNCTUALITY MATTERS EVERYDAY! 

  Attendance Present Absence Lessons Missed 

 

 
  
  
100% 
99.5% 
  

  
  
190 Days 
189 Days 

  
 
 0 Days 
 1 Day 

 
 
 None 
 5 Lessons 
(On Track) 

  
  

  
  

  
  
 
97.4% 
95% 

  
  
185 Days 
180 Days 

  
  
  5 Days 
10 Days 

  
  
25 Lessons 
50 Lessons 
(Need to Catch Up) 

 

       

  
  

  
  
80% 
70% 

  
  
152 Days 
133 Days 

  
  
38 Days 
57 Days 

  
  
190 Lessons 
285 Lessons 
(Significant Impact on Grades) 

 Missing lessons makes the work more difficult. 
 For every day you are absent from school YOU fall behind in 5 subjects. 
 100% Attendance = ACHIEVING YOUR POTENTIAL. 

 
Thank you for your continued support throughout this academic year. 



CALENDAR 2019/2020 

OCTOBER 2019 
 

School Events 

Day 

School Events 

Evening 

  19     

  20 Technical Rehearsals for School Production Technical Rehearsals for School Production 
 

Monday 21     

Tuesday 22     

Wednesday 23   School Production 
 

Thursday 24   School Production 
 

Friday 25 INSET DAY                                      

  26   Geography Trip to Iceland 
 

  27     

Monday 28     

Tuesday 29 HALF   

Wednesday 30 TERM  

Thursday 31     



NOVEMBER 2019 
 

School Events 

Day 

School Events 

Evening 

Friday 1    

  2    

  3     

Monday 4 Year 7 ‘Open Your Eyes’ Careers Event   

Tuesday 5 Y11 GCSE Maths Numeracy Unit 1   

Wednesday 6 Year 7 ‘Open Your Eyes’ Careers Event   

Thursday 7 Y11 GCSE Maths Numeracy Unit 2   

Friday 8 Year 7 ‘Open Your Eyes’ Careers Event   

  9     

  10     

Monday 11 Y11 GCSE Maths Unit 1  Year 7 tests begin  
Year 9 FRANK survey 
 

  

Tuesday 12 Y9 Digital Day   

Wednesday 13 Y11 GCSE Maths Unit 2   

Thursday 14     

Friday 15     

  16     

  17     

Monday 18 Y11 mock job interviews   

Tuesday 19 Y11 ‘Creative Careers’ Event   

Wednesday 20     

Thursday 21 Y11 English Group Discussion Year 11 Presentation Evening                                  7.00pm 

Friday 22 Y11 English Group Discussion   

  23     

  24     

Monday 25     

Tuesday 26 Y11 GCSE Applied Science Project   

Wednesday 27 Y11 GCSE Applied Science Project   

Thursday 28     

Friday 29     

  30     



DECEMBER 2019 
 

School Events 

Day 

School Events 

Evening 

  1     

Monday 2  Year 11 Mocks begin         Reconciliation   

Tuesday 3     

Wednes- 4    
  

Thursday 5     

Friday 6 INSET day    

  7     

  8     

Monday 9     

Tuesday 10    

Wednes-

day 

11 Year 11 mocks completed 
IFS (Finance GCSE) teaching and exams begin 

  

Thursday 12     

Friday 13     

  14     

  15     

Monday 16     

Tuesday 17 IFS(Finance GCSE) exams completed   

Wednes- 18     

Thursday 19   Carol Service                                                       
7.00pm 

Friday 20 School Carol Service 
School Finishes 1.30pm 

  

  21 CHRISTMAS   

  22 HOLIDAYS   

        



Geography Department 
 

Key Stage 3 
 Year 7 have been studying Map Skills throughout this term. They have been 

learning about different types of maps, grid references, direction, scale and 
relief. All Year 7 pupils were given a free OS Map to help them at home.  

 Year 8 have been busy completing their Traffic Enquiry. This involved 
creating an enquiry question, planning their investigation, collecting data from 
Pentwyn Road, drawing graphs, analysing results, finding conclusions and 
evaluating their work. These skills will support them during their GCSE 
fieldwork investigations.  

 In Year 9 pupils have begun by studying Tectonics. This has involved learning 
about the structure of the earth, why volcanoes and earthquakes happen, the 
effects of hazards and how we can reduce these impacts.  

 
Key Stage 4 
 Year 10 have started their GCSE Geography course by studying Distinctive 

Environments and Rivers. Flooding is the UK’s worst natural hazard and we 
have been learning why this happens and how we can reduce flooding.  

 Year 11 have been finishing off Theme 5 looking at Climate Change and 
Ecosystems. They have just started writing up their fieldwork portfolios in 
preparation for their Non Examination Assessment in November worth 20% 
of their overall GCSE.  

 

We are very excited to be taking 35 pupils to Iceland in October half term. 
Follow us on Twitter @geographyCCHS 



   History Department 
Key Stage 3 
Year 7 
Pupils are finding out this term why 1066 was a year of crisis. They have been analysing the 
contenders to the throne after the death of King Edward the Confessor, and are about to 
complete their assessment on ‘Who should be King in 1066?’ 
Once completed, they will move on to learn about the two major battles of that year – the 
Battles of Stamford Bridge and Hastings. 
 
Year 8 
Pupils have been learning about the Tudors. They have looked at how a Welshman became 
King of England and whether Henry VII was a Welsh hero or traitor. We are currently 
studying Henry VIII and pupils will be analysing why he married six times and why there was 
so much religious conflict during this period. 
 
Year 9 
Pupils are studying the First World War. They are currently writing up their assessment on 
whether the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand was the most important cause, 
analysing this alongside the long term factors of militarism, alliances, imperialism and 
nationalism. We will shortly begin looking at recruitment and propaganda during the war, 
conditions in the trenches and the weapons used by soldiers to try and break the 
stalemate. 
  
Key stage 4  
Year 10  
Pupils are studying the ‘Germany in Transition’ course and have recently been learning why 
Hitler became Chancellor and how he established a Dictatorship in Germany. We will then 
go on to find out what it was like to live in Nazi Germany for different groups of people. 
 
Year 11 
We are currently finishing off the ‘Depression, War and Recovery’ course, and undertaking 
some very important exam practice. We will then begin studying out final unit of ‘Health 
and Medicine’. 
 
Berlin Trip.  
A very exciting trip to Berlin has been organised for next July. Forty students are going to 
Berlin for three nights. During the trip, the pupils will visit many places of historical interest 
including the Reichstag and Brandenburg Gate, the Topography of Terror,  Sachenhausen 
Concentration Camp, the Holocaust  Memorial and the Jewish Museum. These places of 
interest will enrich pupils’ knowledge and understanding.  In addition, there will be some 
free time where students can explore Kurfürstendamm, one of 
the most famous shopping avenues in Berlin. 
 



ICT Department 
 
Key Stage 3 
Year 7 
Year 7 have started the year well, using the HWB and our new Virtual Google Classroom.  As the 
majority of the pupils are now using Google Classrooms in our feeder primary schools, we decided that 
we would trial using it for our Year 7 work this year. So far they have been able to access and complete 
work at home, including adding images to their personal profiles and creating presentations in Google 
Slides.  They are now completing a small assignment that we will trial uploading and marking on line 
through the Google Classroom.  Some of year 7 pupils have also attempted to share work with their 
fellow students and provide feedback, all without having to print out their work. This is contributing to 
our commitment to the paperless classroom as well as  improving their Digital Literacy Skills. 
 
Year 8 
This year, the Year 8 work will be focused on computing.  We will be looking into more advanced 
programming to ensure that they have the skills  to develop into the Computer Programmers of the 
future. 
 
Year 9 
Congratulations to AR in Year 9, who is the first student in Year 9 to achieve the Bronze and 
the Silver iDEA award and has received her certificates from the Duke of York and 
Buckingham Palace.  All of year 9 have been given the opportunity to work towards this 
award, it is a great certification to have, and will definitely help them in the future. 
 

Some pupils have been invited to take part in the  cyber discovery 
programme set by the Government looking for people who may be 
interested in working in cyber security.  If your son/daughter would like the 
opportunity to take part in this, please ask Miss Gatiss to register their 
details.  

 
Key stage 4  
Year 10  
Year 10 are currently working through their 22.5hr Controlled assessment.  They have been working 
well, and we are pleased with their progress so far.  There are sessions after school and at lunchtimes 
available if they have missed lessons or they are in need of some catch up time.  Please see Miss Gatiss 
or Mr Griffiths to arrange these sessions.  
 
Year 11 
After school sessions will begin after October Half term. These will be geared towards the resit that is 
scheduled for Tuesday 7th January.  There will be a 3.30-5.30pm revision session Monday 6th January. 
There will also be sessions for the pupils to attend to complete their ECDL Qualification that they 
started in June.  This will gain them an extra GCSE.  Letters will be sent home via Parent Mail to advise 
of the dates. 
 
ICT Clubs 
These have now started, with Coding Clubs on a Wednesday Week A and a Friday Week B. Digital 
Leaders Club is on a Friday Week A and B. Gaming club is one a Monday Week A and B. Game Design 
Club is on a Thursday Week A and Week B and finally STEM Club is Wednesday Week A and B 
(collaboration with Science). 



 

The English Department 

Year 7  

During their Literacy Lessons this term,  Year 7 will be focussing on commonly 

misspelt words. A list of these words can be found on page 28 in the Student 

Planners and it would be really helpful if pupils could start learning them at home. 

 

Year 10 

Blood Brothers Trip 

The English Department would like to say a 

massive thank you all the staff and Year 10 

pupils who went on the trip to the New 

Theatre in Cardiff to see a matinee 

performance of ‘Blood Brothers’.  Seeing 

the performance will be a very valuable 

experience in preparing pupils for their Unit 

2 Literature Exam in May 2020. 

 

Shakespeare and Poetry Controlled Assessment 

Pupils in Year 10 are currently sitting their Shakespeare and Poetry Controlled 

Assessment. This makes up 25% of the overall mark for the English Literature GCSE 

and pupils should be preparing their essays at home ahead of their assessment 

lessons. 

 

Unit 1 ‘Of Mice and Men’ and Poetry Examination 

A reminder that all Year 10 pupils who are  entered for the English 

Literature GCSE are sitting the Unit 1 ‘Of Mice and Men’ and Poetry 

Exam on Wednesday 8th January. Pupils need to be revising and 

practising past paper questions at home over the coming months. 

Lunchtime revision sessions for the exam will begin in the weeks after 

half term. 

Year 11 

As part of their program of study for the English Language GCSE, all Year11 pupils will 

sit their Group Discussion Assessment on Thursday 21st or Friday 22nd November. 

The task will be set a week in advance of the assessment, which comprises 10% of 

the overall grade. Pupils need to prepare and research at home, and will be allowed 

lesson time to rehearse for the assessment. 



The MFL Department 

 

The European Day of Languages—26th September 

 
The MFL department once again turned the European Day of  

Languages into a week-long event. It aims to promote the rich  

linguistic diversity of Europe and raise awareness of the importance of 

lifelong language learning for everyone. The range of events included 

introductory lessons in Italian and German, a European Bake Off competition, an Escape 

room  challenge and a French spelling competition. 54 languages are spoken by CCHS 

pupils and staff, and so our Escape room challenge included all of our staff who speak  

different languages. Pupils had to find out who the teacher was behind the world globe 

they were carrying in the photo in order to crack the secret code. The canteen staff 

kindly offered pain au chocolat and croissants at breakfast and break and then a range of 

European delicacies at lunch. This year pupils voluntarily donated money  in  

exchange for the beautiful cakes at the bake sale. They also had a dress-down day in 

which pupils researched a country of their choice and wore the colours of its national 

flag.  Below are some photos of our Bake Off competition winners with their gifts (1st 

prize: Amazon Fire tablet, 2nd prize: a VR headset, 3rd prize: an anti-theft security 

backpack.). Thank you very much to all pupils and teachers that took part and gave so  

generously. We raised £654.73 for Ty Hafan charity. 

 

 

1st 

2nd 3rd 



Adran Y Gymraeg 

 
Diwrnod Shwmae Shu’mae 
This year the Welsh department celebrated ’Shwmae Shu’mae’ day. It aims to encourage the use of 

the Welsh language throughout the day. The day was a huge success with many pupils from all year 

groups taking part in our lunchtime activities, speaking Welsh around the corridors and in lessons. 

Our pupils enjoyed graffiti art, tea, Welsh cakes, bingo, a Welsh rugby team scavenger hunt and 

some designed their own rugby kits. Diolch yn fawr i bawb! 

 

Tripiau’r adran 

We are preparing for our Year 9 trip to Paris in March where pupils will get a chance to embrace 

Welsh and French culture. We will also be taking Year 7 pupils to Llangrannog in July and letters will 

be sent out to parents very soon. 

 

Cymraeg Yr Wythnos 

Pupils have been given a word/phrase of the week since September to use around the school. Here 

is a list of this term’s expressions:  

    Shwmae             Croeso  

                Hwyl fawr              Wyt ti’n iawn? 

                            Ga i…………?           Diolch  

                                                    Dim problem 

       

Blwyddyn 7 

Year 7  are currently revisiting language to be able to talk about themselves successfully. They will 

be preparing a presentation soon about themselves and the qualities of a good friend.  

Blwyddyn 8 

Year 8 are looking at different types of entertainment in Welsh including S4C. They have been 

working on expressing opinions fully and  including past tense.  

Blwyddyn 9 

Year 9 have been working really hard this term. They have been talking about their local areas and 

have started practising for one of the GCSE speaking exams. 

Blwyddyn 10 a 11 

Year 10 and 11 have been working extremely hard preparing for the speaking units which they will 

complete in April 2020.  

 

 



Student Council  

 
The Student Council members for each registration group met this 
half term to: 
 
 Elect Year Group representatives for the ‘Whole School Council’ 
 Bring ideas and suggestions for the School Council to focus on 

over the coming year 
 
We will update you in the next newsletter on their activities!! 

 

 

News from Cardiff Youth Council 

As part of the Year 11 school council I was asked to go along to 
the first meeting and join the Cardiff Youth Council.  I attended 
and everybody was extremely welcoming. In the Council 
Chambers in City Hall we sat and talked about prevalent issues 
that young people around the UK are facing today e.g. mental 
health issues, public transportation and disability access, to 
name a few. We also discussed the Make Your Mark ballot, which 
was produced by the British Youth Council to see what young 
people feel are important issues in today's society. We have 
since attended an induction for the Youth Council, enabling us to 
see everything CYC does to try and make a beneficial change for 
the youth of Cardiff. Since joining, I have received so many 
exciting opportunities such as visiting Storey Arms in November 
and speaking in the launch of the 2030 Education Act. 

From Laura B 



Welsh Baccalaureate 

Skills Challenge 

The Skills Challenge certificate has been designed to equip 
all pupils in Wales with the skills necessary for college,  

university and the world of work. 

Year 10 are currently 

working on the Global 

Citizenship  

Challenge (GCC) which 

is looking at ways we 

can tackle the issue of 

global child poverty.   

 

Year 11 are currently 

finishing  the GCC and 

the  

Community Challenge  

Certificate (CCC). 
 

 

CHECK THE WELSH BACC  

TWITTER FOR INFORMATION  

ON CATCH UP SESSIONS 

 

@CCHSWelshBac 



Inclusion Sports Day 

On the 10th October Mrs Norman and Mrs Hopkins took 12  
pupils to Talybont Sport Centre to participate in the 
Inclusion Sports Day. The pupils had a wonderful time 
learning new sports and they enjoyed all the competitions. 
 
A medal was awarded to one pupil from each school for 
excellent performance. Huela D was awarded the medal for 
Corpus Christi.  
 
Well done to all those pupils who took part. 



PREFECTS 
News from our Head Boy and Head Girl 
 
During this past term the prefects of Corpus Christi have shown a 
great deal of dedication to their roles. At the start of term, Sahla 
and I allocated each prefect into suitable groups.  This meant they 
could do their jobs as a team, communicating and working efficiently 
together. Without a shadow of doubt, each and every prefect was 
able to execute each task in a very mature and sophisticated manner.  
Many prefects even committed to extra tasks such as litter picking 
which further exemplifies the passion all the prefects have towards 
their roles. 

Now that we will be electing our 10 senior prefects, I hope that they 
will be committed to helping the school just that bit more in terms to 
come. To summarise, I am content with the work of the prefects so 
far and I wish them all the best throughout this school year! 

- Joseph N, Head Boy 
 
 
This half term has been a great success for the 2019 Corpus Christi 
Prefect team. With an astonishing number of 120 prefects all showing 
clear determination, we had no doubt that they would exceed our 
expectations. The new additions to the team have all settled in well. 

Joe and I have assigned specific tasks to different groups of 
prefects and this appears to have had successful outcomes. I can 
proudly say that each and everyone of them had shown great deal of 
commitment in order to accomplish these tasks, and they truly 
deserve the recognition given by their distinctive ties and badges. 

The current process of choosing senior prefects enables us to reward 
those who deserve the senior roles. I have no doubt that they will 
once again surpass our expectations. I am appreciative of the 
prefects’ exceptional work so far and I would like to wish them the 
best of luck for the year ahead! 

- Sahla S, Head Girl 



YEAR 7 landscape painting and Colour theory 

YEAR 8 Multicultural – Africa/ Australia / Orient Observational drawing 

YEAR 9 Portraiture 

GCSE YEAR 10 – Coursework sketchbooks – Foundation stage 

GCSE YEAR 11 – Coursework Final piece 



 Our School Production of Billy 

Elliot 22nd—24th October 2019 



‘’The Arts are meant to stir 
emotions and tonight they 
certainly did. To hear the 
audience laugh, cheer, cry 
and feel the frustrations of 
those caught up in Billy’s 
story was totally moving’’.  
 
Mrs Mingay, Year 9 Parent 



Girls PE Department-Netball 

It has been a fantastic start to the netball season for all our netball teams; Year 11 beat St Teilos, drew 

against Bro Edern and lost to Glantaf. Year 10 won against Bro Edern and St Teilos twice, but lost to 

Glantaf. Both teams in Year 9 lost to Glantaf but beat Llanishen.  Our Year 8 team A won every match 

against Glantaf, St Teilos, St Johns  and Bro Edern and our Year 8 B’s beat St Teilos, St Johns, Bro Edern 

but narrowly lost to Glantaf. Both Year 7 teams beat Glantaf in their first matches for Corpus Christi.  

Open netball has also been a huge success with over 50 girls attending and taking part in a fixture 

against St Johns. Well done girls, keep coming to training and keep up the hard work! 



Girls PE Department-Hockey and Cross Country 

Hockey 

It was a great start to the season for our hockey team . 

Year 7 Open hockey saw lots of girls playing for the 

first time. Year 9 had a successful first match against 

Bishop of Llandaff and our Year 8 and Year 10 girls had 

some great training sessions. Keep up the hard work. 

Cross Country 

Although a few of the cross 

country fixtures had to be 

cancelled due to poor weather 

conditions, we had some 

excellent results in the races we 

competed in. Rose  P finished the highest  for our school in 

7th place and some very quick Year 7s finished in the top 30 

out of  over 100 runners. Fantastic results! 



Year 10 &  11 SWEET Group - Mega Drive Road Safety Course 

 
On Tuesday 8th October we went to the Mega Drive course in Maindy. 
At first there was a little bit of  disappointment as the coach didn’t 
turn up, so Mrs Chidley drove and we travelled on the minibus.  
 
When we  got there we talked about the dangers of  drink driving  and 
then had a go at driving a car with a driving instructor. We were all 
very scared and had low self-confidence but when we finished we were 
all so happy!!  
 
We had an amazing time and I would recommend all young people 
going as it could save lives.  
 
By Ellie F and Demi C Year 10. 





 
 
Christmas Shoe Box Appeal 2019 
 

The 2019 Shoe Box Appeal raised 190 boxes. This is the 16th 
anniversary of Corpus Christi running the appeal and thousands of 
boxes have been donated and distributed through the years. Boxes 
will go to Albania, Bulgaria, Hungary, Kosovo, Moldova, Pakistan, 
Romania, Serbia and Ukraine this year. These shoe boxes will 
brighten up the lives of children in need at Christmas. A big thank 
you to everyone who donated and a special well done to the YR 10 
SWEET group who were responsible for organising the appeal as 
part of their course. 


