
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CORPUS CHRISTI NEWSLETTER 
CHRISTMAS 2019 

YSGOL UWCHRADD GATHOLIG 

CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL 

UNIFORM CHECK  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JUMPER 

WHITE SHIRT / BLOUSE 
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BLACK SHOES 

As we approach the end of a long term, I would like to wish everyone 

associated with the school a peaceful and happy Christmas holiday and 

very best wishes for a successful and happy 2020.  Our children have been 

involved in a wide range of activities and events this term, many of which 

feature on our website.  School will finish at 1.30pm on Friday 20th 

December and spring term commences at 08.50am prompt on Monday 6th 

January 2020.  

I would like to thank you all for your support for our Christmas events and 

for all your help and support throughout 2019.  It is very much appreciated. 

On behalf of all the staff and Governors I would like to take this opportunity 

to wish all our families and wider school community a very happy, peaceful 

and Holy Christmas and send our best wishes for a happy 2020! 

HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE 

IMPORTANT DATES 

19.12.19 Christmas Carol Service 7pm 
20.12.19 School finishes at 1.30pm 
Christmas Holidays 
06.01.20 Spring Term starts 
07.01.20 Year 11 GCSE ICT Unit 1 
08.01.20 Year 10 GCSE English Lit  
Unit 1 
13.01.20 Year 9 Options Evening 
15.01.20 Year 11 Science Practical Exams 
23.01.20 PE Internal Practical Moderation – 
Boys 
23.01.20 Year 9 Parents’ Evening 
30.01.20 PE External Practical Moderation – 
Boys 
30.01.20 Year 11 Parents’ Evening 
31.01.20 Year 11 Group Discussion Resit 
04.02.20 Gym & Dance Evening 
06.02.20 Careers Fair  
13.02.20 Year 10 Parents’ Evening 
14.02.20 Year 11 English Individual Talks 
Resit 
14.02.20 Non-uniform day 
End of half term 

 
 

 

 

For the last month 7H registration 

class have been collecting food to 

take to a local food bank.  So far we 

have six full bags of tins, packet 

soups, cereals and milk.  We have 

been thinking about our pupil 

virtues and what it means to be 

generous and giving.  We are 

hoping to get another four bags by 

the end of term to help those less 

fortunate have a happy and healthy 

Christmas.   

7H REGISTRATION CLASS 

CHARITY NEWS 

Year 8 have been measuring the amount of energy contained in 
food. “The crisps didn’t stand a chance!” 

 

SCIENCE ACTIVITIES TERM 1 

Year 8 have also been measuring the effect 
of amylase on starch. 
“Wait, wait, it’s going black!” 

 

Year 7 measuring volume. “Great, I can see 

the level of the water clearly now.” 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Year 10 pupils have been working really hard on the Global Challenge 
Certificate and learning about the causes of poverty and what we can do 
to help solve the problem, both locally and on a global scale.  We have 
been thinking about ways in which we can raise awareness of poverty in 
school and Year 10 have come up with some great ideas. 
 
Year 11 have now finished three of their Skills Challenges and will be 
beginning their Individual Projects after Christmas.  Pupils have to 
choose a topic that is either related to a job they want in the future or 
something they are really interested in.  This project is worth 50% of the 
final grade and teaches some really valuable skills which will be essential 
for our pupils when they go on to Year 12 and 13.  

 

WELSH BACC  

In November, GCSE Drama pupils 

in Year 10 and 11 travelled to The 

Congress Theatre in Cwmbran to 

watch a performance of their Set 

Text ‘Two Faces’. They also took 

part in a Question/Answer 

session at the end with the actors 

and director. A special mention 

to Erin, Ruby and Joe who asked 

some helpful questions for their 

written exam. 

DRAMA 

 
On 7th November, 25 of our pupils visited The Royal Welsh College of 
Music and Drama to rehearse for their visit to Slovakia in September 
2020 with conductor Simon Chalk and the Slovakian Sinfonietta. 

 

MUSIC 

The Music in the Vale Competition took place 16th and 17th November with 

over 40 different acts taking part.  What a great weekend of music making! 

Following the success of Billy Elliot, we are delighted to present 

BARNUM as the school production for next year. 

We have had a very busy and successful term in 

the Maths department. A record number of Year 

11 pupils sat their Maths and Numeracy GCSE's 

in November and the results will come back mid-

January. We want to say a big thank you to all 

the pupils for working so hard and to all the 

parents for your support.  

In November, Explore Learning hosted a 

mathematical thinking workshop with our top 

set Year 8 pupils. They were impressed by the 

level of understanding and the critical thinking 

skills shown by the pupils involved.  

The star of the half term award celebrates the 

effort, behaviour and improvement of two 

pupils in each KS3 year group. Each Mathematics 

teacher nominates two pupils from their class 

and the winners are selected at random. The 

winners for the last half term were Alicja D, Louis 

D, Monica H, Jacob K, Italia S and James H. 

Congratulations to all the winners 

who received 100 class charts points and all 

nominees who each received 25 points. This half 

term will be awarded the first week in January. 

 

MATHS 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are already well into the first week of Advent and preparations are busily being made by staff and 
pupils to celebrate the much anticipated Advent Liturgical Service. Behind the scenes the much respected 
and talented Music and Drama departments are rising to the challenge to make sure that our Liturgy this 
year lives up to expectations. 
 
Thank you to all staff and pupils who have helped run and continue to support the charity drives this 
Advent. CAFOD continues to be our most important charitable focus and the Hunger Lunch programme 
held each week of Advent has got off to a very good start, raising £150 raised in one lunch time. 
 

A big thank you to JR our school lay chaplain and the clergy in our diocese for helping to celebrate the 

sacrament of Reconciliation this Advent season. 

Please continue to pray for our Headteacher and all of the staff at Corpus Christi.  May they be guided by 
the Holy Spirit and support the needs of all the pupils in their care.  On behalf of JR and the RE department 
can I wish you all a happy, faith filled and hopeful Advent season, a Holy Christmas and a restful and 
happy New year. 

 

SEASONS GREETINGS FROM R.E. 

 
The last school day is a half day and is now becoming known as Christmas 
Jumper Day. Pupil attendance is essential, especially on this day, which is used to 
raise money for Aid for the Church in Need, a charity which helps all the 
persecuted Christians in the world, every pound counts! 

 

 

CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY FRIDAY 20TH DECEMBER 

 
In this Christmas season, as we celebrate the greatest gift of 
all, our Lord Jesus, we thank our school community for their 
generosity.  In the period 1st September 2018 to 31st 
August 2019 we have been able to give to the following 
charities: 
 

Charity Amount 

Show Racism the Red Card £882.16 

Macmillan Cancer Support £310.51 

Family Lives (wear blue for anti-bullying) £795.00 

Royal British Legion £843.83 

Aid to the Church in Need £383.00 

HCPT (Pilgrimage) £500.00 

Velindre Fundraising (chick knit) £151.90 

Total £3,866.40 

  

CHARITABLE GIVING 

 

The Welsh Department has been busy this term 

organising trips for this academic year to 

Disneyland Paris and Llangrannog. The interest 

in both trips has been unbelievable and we are 

really looking forward to them both. Welsh of 

the week has been working well with lots of 

pupils using the language around school with the 

support of many members of staff. This half 

term’s phrases are: Beth sy nesa? – What’s next? 

Dw i ddim yn deal – I don’t understand, 

Mwynhewch y penwythnos – Enjoy the 

weekend, Beth ydy….yn Gymraeg? What is…, In 

Welsh? and Esgusodwch fi – Excuse me, Mae’n 

ddrwg da fi – I’m sorry, Nadolig Llawen – Merry 

Christmas.  

Nadolig llawen a blwyddyn newydd dda i bawb! 

ADRAN Y 

GYMRAEG 



 

 

 

 

 
Year 10 Of Mice and Men and Poetry Examination Wednesday 8th January 
Year 10 pupils have been working hard to prepare for their Unit 1 GCSE English Literature examination in the first 
week of the spring term.  
 
Lunchtime revision sessions continue on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, and pupils need to be revising 'Of 
Mice and Men', learning quotes and completing practice questions over the Christmas holidays. 
 
Year 11 Speaking and Listening Assessment 
Congratulations to Year 11, who acquitted themselves so exceptionally well during the group discussion assessment 
at the end of November.  
 
Early indications suggest that theirs are one of the best sets of results we have ever had. Internal moderation is 
ongoing and we hope to give pupils their provisional results before the end of term. 

 
 

ENGLISH 

 
The Geography Department took 38 pupils to Iceland in October half 
term. The pupils were fantastic and had a wonderful experience 
learning about and seeing many Geographical features including 
volcanoes, glaciers, geysers, waterfalls and tectonic features. 

 

      

ICELAND TRIP 
 

This term the Geography Department launched 

Geography Club every Wednesday lunchtime. It 

has been very successful and this term we have 

been learning about the continent of Asia.  

 

 

 

GEOGRAPHY 

 

  
 

BIMA Digital Day 2019 took place on 12th November, where a group 
of selected year 9 pupils undertook three challenges that promoted 
digital creativity. In collaboration with Yard Digital, the students 
had to produce new ideas on how computers/apps and robotics can 
help within society. The competition packs were sent off in the 
hope that we could claim one of the many prizes on offer nationally 
to all schools who entered.  

      

DIGITAL DAY 

 
The Year 11 GCSE ICT Unit 1 Examination 
will take place on Tuesday 7th January.  
There will be a revision session from 3.30-
5.30pm on Monday 6th January. Pupils have 
a folder of revision material and it will also 
be available through their Google 
Classroom online. 

 

ICT EXAMINATION 


